LEAF DISEASES

27

Ravels thence to the leaf, as in the Thread Blights. The
Li~visio:a, however, is not a rigid one, as both Grey Blight
'*id Brown Blight, which are generally regarded as leaf
Liseases, often attack the stem.
GREY BLIGHT
(Pestalozzia Theae Sawada)
This disease has been known to exist on tea in Northern
.ndia since about 1872, but it was not until 1898 that the
>a/use of it was-determined. In that year Dr. Watt sent,
specimens to Kew, where Massee found that the fungus
fcesponsible for the injury was a species of Pestalozzia. As
vas only to be expected, the occurrence of a leaf disease
>n the Indian tea estates occasioned great alarm, and Dr.
^Vatt wrote: " I regard the Grey Blight as very alarming, a
Ilsease that if not checked may easily reduce the productive-
xess of gardens by 50 per cent. It might, in fact, convert
^.ssam from the prosperous province the planters have made
"fc to one of extreme distress." Fortunately, the disease has
xot proved so serious as was anticipated, though under cer-
tain conditions it can cause much damage. In considering
:liese earlier reports it has to be remembered that they deal
vith the first occurrence of leaf disease on tea, and, in all
probability, they relate not to Grey Blight only, but to a
lumber of leaf diseases grouped together under one name.
The characteristic spot of Grey Blight (Plate I., Fig. 1)
B irregularly circular or oval, and varies in size from a
liameter of one centimetre to almost the entire breadth of
Jtie leaf. It may be situated in the middle of the leaf, or
extend inwards from the tip or .from the margin. The
rpper surface is concentrically zoned with pale and dark
;>rown, or with pale brown and grey, and is frequently
concentrically ridged with slightly elevated ridges. It is
covered with minute black points, the fractincations of
Jae fungus, which are also arranged more or less in
concentric circles. The spot is at first surrounded by a
xa/rrow greenish. - yellow zone, or sometimes by a narrow
purple zone. On the under surface the spot is greyish brown,
evidently zoned, or not zoned at all. When old the
becomes grey or greyish white, hence the name Grey